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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission: 
 
 On behalf of the members of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and its Auxiliary, 
we are pleased to express our views on the proposed Capital Assets Realignment for Enhanced 
Services (CARES) Market Plans for this area in VISN 20. 
 
 For over 50 years, the VA facility in White City has faithfully served our Nation’s 
veterans. Rising from the desert in 1941, Camp White served as a training facility, in preparation 
for war, for the Army’s 91st Division. At one time it held over 2,000 German prisoners-of-war. In 
1945, Camp White became a Navy Hospital until the Veterans Administration (VA) acquired the 
property and designated the facility as a Domiciliary in 1949. Over the years, the mission and the 
goals of the “Dom” changed to fulfill the needs of the ever-increasing veteran population, until 
the mission was defined with a new name:  VA Southern Oregon Rehabilitation Center and 
Clinics (VA SORCC). 
 

The VA SORCC is VA’s only freestanding rehabilitation center, serving both regional 
and national resources for underserved special populations, e.g., homeless, chronically mentally 
ill, and substance abuse, providing residential treatment in psychiatry, addictions, medicine, bio-
psychosocial, physical, and vocational rehabilitation.  The VA SORCC provides veterans with 
individualized, compassionate, and high quality care.  The primary outpatient medical and 
mental health care is offered to veterans living in the Southern Oregon and Northern California 
region.  The VA SORCC serves inpatients from all over the United States and 40 percent come 
to the White City VA SORCC from outside of the VISN 20 marketplace.  The service area for 
outpatient care includes Jackson, Josephine, Klamath, and Lake Counties, though additional 
veterans receive care at the White City VA SORCC from Siskiyou, and other counties in 
northern California.  The outpatient service area for the VA SORCC area includes over 40,000 
veterans.   

 
Closure of the White City facility would displace current domiciliary patients and 

patients being transferred from the 52-bed domiciliary at Portland VAMC, and subsequently 
disrupts their families.  Furthermore, the comprehensive long-term care needs of many of our 
veterans would be affected. 

 
As a former patient myself, I’ve been through twenty-three 30-day “treatment” programs. 

The only result was that I quit drinking for 30 days each time. Afterwards, I went back to the 
only things I knew, the booze and the streets. In 1972, I became an inpatient at a VA Medical 
Center, and went through six months of treatment and rehabilitation. For the first time, I felt I 
was receiving help from people with genuine concerns for my well-being. I wasn’t just a face 
pushed through routine programs. I received treatment geared toward my needs, whatever they 
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were, and I was given the time and the means to fulfill those needs. I have had many years of 
out-patient follow-ups but, just like many other former patients at the White City facility—like 
Joe Fidura, John Murnane, Tommy Imel, Ken Durham, and literally thousands of other 
veterans—I am productive, I have people that love and respect me, and I’m not a burden to 
anyone.  
 

There is no other facility in the continental United States that can provide the long-term 
(over 30 days) rehabilitation needs with the efficiency of the White City VA SORCC. This is the 
only facility between San Francisco and Portland with any viable rehabilitation program. The 
White City facility’s location splits the more that 600-mile distance between these two major 
metropolitan centers. We are located on the Interstate 5 corridor with easy access and are less 
than 5 miles from an International airport. The population in the demographic area of Southern 
Oregon is growing quickly. With the escalation of conflicts in our war on terrorism the veteran 
population will grow exponentially. I have heard proposals discussing the “farming out” of 
medical and rehabilitation treatment for our veterans to the private sector. It is the VA’s 
responsibility to care for the medical and psychological needs of our returning soldiers and 
airmen. The quality of VA care is equivalent to, or better than, care in any private or public 
health care system.  VA provides specialized health care services—blind rehabilitation, spinal 
cord injury care, posttraumatic stress disorder treatment, and prosthetic services—that are 
unmatched in the private sector.  Moreover, VHA has been cited as the nation’s leader in 
tracking and minimizing medical errors. Our veterans deserve no less than the best. 

 
As part of the CARES process, VA facilities are being evaluated to ensure that VA 

delivers more care to more veterans in places where veterans need it the most.  On a national 
level, DAV firmly believes that realignment of capital assets is critical to the long-term health 
and viability of the entire VA system.  However, we have been carefully monitoring the process 
and are dedicated to ensuring the needs of special disability groups are addressed and remain a 
priority throughout the CARES process.  As CARES has moved forward, we have continually 
emphasized that all specialized disability programs and services for spinal cord injury, mental 
health, prosthetics, and blind rehabilitation should be maintained at a current level, as required 
by law.  Additionally, we will remain vigilant and monitor the VA to ensure their focus is on the 
most important element in the process, enhancement of services and timely delivery of high 
quality health care for our nation’s sick and disabled veterans.  
 

Appendix K of the Draft National CARES Plan indicates many categories for which 
adequate projections and space needs could not be determined. These include Inpatient 
Residential Rehabilitation, Inpatient Domiciliary, and any negative gaps in Outpatient Mental 
Health. 
 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Commission, these are the programs that make up the 
majority of the care the VA SORCC provides to our Nation’s veterans. I don’t doubt that you 
share the conviction that our fighting men and women deserve the very best care possible, so I 
must ask you; Why are we considering realignment of a facility that meets many of those 
needs—in an area where those in need will continue to grow—when, if anything, we should be 
considering the expansion of the medical capabilities and services of the White City VA 
SORCC? 
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In closing, the local DAV members of VISN 20 sincerely appreciate the CARES 
Commission for holding this hearing and for its interest in our concerns.  We deeply value the 
advocacy of the Commission on behalf of America’s service-connected disabled veterans and 
their families.  Thank you for the opportunity to present our views on these important proposals. 









GOOD MORNING MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMISSION 
  
I am Philip Caldwell, Past Dept. Commander of the DAV, Dept. of Oregon.  
At this time I would like to express the views of our local DAV Chapter and 
its Auxiliary concerning the proposed Capital Assets Realignment for 
Enhanced Services(CARES) Market Plans for VISN 20.   
  
When the DAV was founded more than 80 years ago, it dedicated itself to a 
single purpose; building better lives for America’s disabled veterans and 
their families.  In doing this, preservation of the integrity of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs health care system has been and still is of the utmost 
importance to the DAV and our members.  In our local area, the Southern 
Oregon Rehabilitation Center and Clinic(SORCC) has been the centralized 
location for short term and most especially long term health care for our 
veterans.      
  
I am very distressed at the discussion of the possible closing of the Southern 
Oregon Rehabilitation Center and Clinic (SORCC).  I know that concerns 
have been expressed over the safety of these buildings in the event of a 
strong earthquake and I feel that these concerns are being used primarily as 
an excuse to close this facility.  There is not another Veterans facility like 
this in the entire country.  The SORCC has the ability to house 
approximately 900 veterans and serves as a hospital and medical clinic for 
thousands more in the Oregon and extreme Northern California areas.  The 
veterans who live in these areas are, in many cases, hundreds of miles from 
the SORCC, but that is still much closer than the next nearest VA clinic.  In 
addition to our local areas, there are many veterans coming from all over the 
country since the SORCC is the only facility with a true long term care 
program for any number of problems including substance abuse and PTSD. 
  
I coordinate the drivers for the DAV transportation system out of the 
Brookings/Crescent City area and we travel an average of 2,500 to 3,000 
miles every month taking veterans to the SORCC.  Many other veterans are 
capable of getting their own transportation to the SORCC but it is still the 
closest facility for them to get the care they need. Each year Congress 
increases the budget for the VA including that for care of veterans.  In recent 
years, however, the increase has failed to be enough to cover the actual 
increase in costs to care for these veterans.  Now, you want to close one of 
the most important facilities for veterans in our area.  Where are these men 



and women supposed to get care?  How far do you expect them to travel?  
Many are elderly and most are disabled and traveling a long distance to a 
facility is a tremendous hardship.  I have heard talk about requiring the 
veterans to pay a deductible for their care and more co-payments for the 
prescriptions.  There are many veterans who do not sign up for treatment 
because they cannot afford these costs even though they may seem so small 
to many of us.     
  
 It is well known that the WWII veterans are dying at a rate of approximately 
1,000 per day but, as my daughter reminds me, her generation of veterans 
from Viet Nam are getting older every day and their injuries and problems 
from that war are becoming more apparent as they grow older.  Where are 
the facilities going to be to take care of them?  I currently have two nephews 
in Iraq.  They are brothers in their second hitch of Army service and if one 
of them is seriously wounded, where will they get their care?   Who wants to 
be the one to say to them that even though they may be so wounded that they 
cannot hold a job, they cannot get the care from the VA that was promised 
them?  And how are you going to get future generations of people to enlist to 
serve their country when they realize their country doesn’t even appreciate 
their service enough to take care of them if they are injured?  Instead of 
reducing the amount of care that is offered to our veterans, we should be 
expanding it as the number of veterans needing care is expanding.  
  
I have been proud to be an American for nearly 79 years and I was proud to 
serve my country during WWII but I am ashamed that the people who 
represent this nation in Congress cannot figure out a budget that cuts out 
some of the unnecessary spending in order to allow for the very important 
expenses of  taking care of the veterans who are responsible for the freedoms 
we enjoy every day.   
  
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to speak to you today and I will 
be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
  
Philip Caldwell 
Past Commander 
Dept. of Oregon   
16377 Hadley Lane 
Brookings, OR 97415 
541-469-0285 
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To Whom it May Concern: 
 I have lived in southern Oregon all 62 years of my life and have 
been an outpatient at the Veterans Domiciliary (VA Southern Oregon 
Rehabilitation Center and Clinics) for the past twenty-two years.  For 
more than ten years I have been a volunteer at the facility as well.  
Since February 20, 1949 the “Dom” has been the only VA care for 
Veterans in Southern Oregon.  Many have had nowhere to go since 
the next closest care facility is nearly 100 miles away.  Many have 
been suffering from disabilities due to wounds received while 
protecting our lives and to give the rest of us a safe home. 
 Being of Native American decent I know first hand the 
pressures of trying to find Medical care in this unfriendly world.  Sure 
the VA has several clinics elsewhere if we have transportation to get 
there and can wait for sometimes up to years for the care.  Then we 
get the runaround because of the overcrowded facilities that are 
available.  It sometimes takes up to six months to be seen at 
Roseburg or Portland “IF” you can make it up there.  With the Dom 
being located in Southern Oregon we at least have a chance.  There 
are over 25,000 Veterans in the surrounding area and of them 
approximately 12,000 are Native Americans.  All of the Native 
Americans are bound by tradition to serve their country without 
question.  When they complete their obligations many need 
specialized treatment that only a Veterans facility is equipped to give.  
The V.A. Dom is the only place where we have to search out care.  
Many of our Veterans have a deep fear of asking anyone for 
assistance and a deep distrust of the government because of a 
history of being lied to and shoved aside to be forgotten by the 
establishment.   
 Just south of the Klamath River are several Civil War dead are 
buried with honors after being brought back to their ancestral home.  
These dead heroes were of the same tribe as I am.  We do not ask 
for much and expect less.  That is why the VA cannot take what little 
we have and turn the sick and wounded away without anywhere to 
go. 
 Today I speak for not only my relations and family but for all 
those that cannot speak for themselves when I ask that you consider 
what you will be doing to so many people when you deny them from 
the Medical care that is needed so badly.  As we speak there are 
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those that are being killed and wounded at a war to protect our way 
of life.  They will be coming home needing care just as those did 
before them.  With the pain and anguish of what they have just gone 
through many will turn to the only release they feel they can get 
from the bottle or in the way of drugs.  When that happens what will 
we be able to do for these ones that have given so much out of their 
lives. 
 On a hill near Eagle Point rests thousands of our fallen heroes 
that gave their all for what?  Many look down on those that are 
housed for care at our Dom and do not remember that only a few 
years ago that person was in a fire fight and at such a young age 
may have seen many die screaming for home.  So many of us have 
promised that person that we would bring them home, and we have 
done our best to do just that.  I ask you please help do what we 
promised those young men and women.  Help us bring them home.  
The care at the Dom is one that does just that.  If you tear it down, 
all of those that sleep on that hill out there will have died for nothing.  
Let those that have made it their business to care for those brothers 
and sisters that walk the halls at White City, Oregon do their job.  Let 
all the Veterans know that when they put their lives on the line they 
have somewhere to go. 
 I am told that our Dom cannot meet the standards for an 
earthquake.  How many other buildings really can when you get 
down to the facts?  When was the last earthquake here that knocked 
down anything in White City?  Once there was a volcano a few 
thousand years ago.  My ancestors watched as Mt. Mazama blew, 
making Crater Lake.  If it were to do that again it wouldn’t make any 
difference. 
 Don’t make us a statistic of cuts that will not help in any way.  
The Dom has done its job in the past and continues to do it in a way 
that is cost effective.  How many other Veterans establishments have 
had the most successful Stand Down? We have the awards to prove 
it.  The largest Powwow in Southern Oregon is the Veterans 
Powwow.  It is held at the Dom every June and the next one is June 
5th and 6th of 2004.  For the many Native Americans at the Dom there 
is a sweat lodge in place that has been a help to all who have been 
there.   
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 The Dom is located on ancient sacred land of the Rogue Shasta 
Indian.  This land is between Mt. McLaughlin (known by local Indians 
as Mt. Pitt) and the most sacred place the Table Rocks.  Here, 
thousands of Rogue Indians were massacred by the Cavalry from Ft. 
Lane.  The history of White City is enough to put it on the rolls of 
historical sites.  It was at one time a POW camp where German 
soldiers were held.  It was an Army training camp and the bunkers 
are still nearby.  The Dom itself was at one time an Army hospital 
and the home of the 196th Infantry, a proud Army Division that went 
to war defending our country.  Look at its history and at what it is 
doing for those that need help.  Is this place really an eyesore or is it 
a very important medical facility that cannot be replaced by any small 
clinic that cannot care for the tens of thousands that need the care, 
both as inpatients and as outpatients.  All of us that raised our right 
hands and swore before our Creator were promised the best in 
medical care.  Don’t tear it down when it is needed so badly. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James A. Prevatt 
614 Alberts St. 
Medford, OR.  97501 
 
 
 






